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are even said on some occasions, to vow that
they will offer op human sacrifices, in the
persons of those whom they murder in
their depredations. These poojas or re-
lioioiis ceremonies serve a double pur-
pose, in Diving courage and confidence to
the gangs, and in affording them the means
of setting up an alibi, in the event of their
being taken *. These Timtra Shasters, as
themselves declare, were sent down by the
Gods, in compassion to the weakness of
mankind. The Vedas and Purannas (say

the

* In a case lately tried in zillah Kislmagur, more than
one half of the gang set up a defence of this kind. Some
of them had had a poojah in their own houses. The
head of the gang proved, by respectable witnesses, that
he was present from eight in the evening till twelve, at a
poojah,, in the house of a Brahmin, These witnesses al-
so said, that they had again seen him when the poojah
broke up, at two in the morning. Between the hours of
twelve and two he was seen by no one. The poojahs in
the houses of the other men were proved to have ceaseil

at